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collectors, known as elus. 13 It is probable that Riviere lost his 
position as a result of this reduction in the number of officials. 
The letters published show the part Racine played in the effort to 
restore him to his post. 

H. Caeeijstgton Lancaster. 

Johns Hopkins University. 



LAWRENCE MINOT 



In regard to the author of the political poems contained in ms. 
Cotton Galba E ix, we have no other information than that which 
is afforded by the poems themselves. We know that his name was 
Lawrence Minot, 1 and that his poetical activity is connected with 
events between 1333 and 1352. 2 The surname Minot is not a 
common one, and of the six or seven fourteenth century Minots 
of whom Hall found traces in the public records, 3 none bears the 
name of Lawrence. That the Lawrence Minot who is named in the 
documents printed below was the author of the poems in ms. Cotton 
Galba E ix, is probably impossible either to prove or disprove. But 
inasmuch as these documents constitute (to the best of my knowl- 
edge) the only record that has been found of a Lawrence Minot who 
was contemporary with the author of the poems, it seems worth 
while to make them known. They belong to the year 1331 and con- 

"Godard, op. cit., p. 275. That they were not all so treated is shown by 
letters of Le Vayer of February 18 and March 7, 1685, in which he refers 
to the " reunion d'une partie des greniers a sel aux elections." Cf . de 
Boislisle, Oorrespondanoe des ContrSleurs gineraux, Paris, tmprimerie 
Nationale, 1874, vol. I, p. 43. 

The lines in which the poet gives his name are: 

Minot with mowth had menid to make (v, 1) 
and 

Now Laurence Minot will bigin (VII, 20) 

2 See Hall, Poems of Laurence Minot (Oxford, third edition, 1914), p. 
xii and his notes to the various poems. The second poem deals with the 
battle of Bannockburn (1314), but it appears to have been written after 
the first, which deals with the battle of Halidon Hill (1333) ; see Hall's 
notes. 

3 Hall, pp. xff. 
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cern the purchase by Lawrence Minot in 1320 of a piece (or pieces) 4 
of land in Cressy Forest, and the remission by Edward III in 1331 
of a. part of the purchase money still due. 8 The documents are as 
follows : 

Patent Roll 176 (5 Edward III, Part 2), membrane 8. 
Pro Iohanne Lenfaunt. 6 

Rex omnibus ad quos, etc., salutem. Supplicauit nobis Iohannes 
Lenfaunt, per peticionem suam coram nobis et concilio nostro ex- 
hibitam, ut cum ipse, tempore quo Comitatus Pontiui fuit in mani- 
bus Isabelle Regine Anglie matris nostre, anno videlicet domini 
millesimo trecentesimo vicesimo nono, emisset in foresta nostra de 
Cressy duodecim iorneas bosci et dimidiam pro quadam pecunie 
summa monete debilis in regno Prancie tunc currentis ad diversos 
dies infra quam terminum, videlicet primo die Decembris proxime 
preterite dicta mater nostra comitatum predictum reddidit in 
manus nostras, quo die ducentas quinquaginta et octo libras pro 
tribus terminis tunc futuris nobis racione reddicionis illius de 

4 Whether, in spite of discrepancies, both the Latin and the French docu- 
ments printed below refer to the same transaction, I am unable to de- 
termine. 

5 An abstract of the first of these documents is 'contained in the Calendar 
of the Patent Rolls, 1330-1334, p. 187, dated Oct. 15, 1331. This abstract is 
as follows: 

Grant to John Lenfaunt; on his petition for remission of part of the 
purchase money for twelve and a half journeys (jorneas)ot wood in Cressy 
Forest bought by him in 1329, when the county of Ponthieu was in the 
hands of queen Isabella for a sum to be paid by instalments in the coinage 
then current in France, whereof a balance of 258 pounds was still due at 
the time of the surrender of the county to the king by the said queen, on the 
ground that since the time of the purchase the coinage had become so 
depreciated as to be worth scarce half what it then was; that he shall be 
quit of the balance on payment of 129 pounds of Paris of the present cur- 
rency. By pet. of C. 

Mandate in pursuance to the receiver of the county of Ponthieu. 

The like grant to Laurence Mynotz under precisely similar circum- 
stances. By pet. of C. 
In printing the Latin and French documents I have supplied punctuation 
and regulated the use of capitals. The italics used for clearness in the 
Latin documents are mine. 

6 On October 5, 1312, John Lenfant, knight, was appointed seneschal of 
Ponthieu and Monstreuil (Calendar of the Patent Bolls, 1307-1313, p. 
501). For orders addressed to John Lenfaunt as seneschal of Ponthieu on 
May 20, 1313, and July 28, 1315, see Calendar of the Close Bolls, 1307-1313, 
p. 582, and 1313-1318, p. 301. 
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summa ilia soluere teneretur, velimus ei in solucione dictarum du- 
eentarum quinquaginta et octo librarum partem pecunie illius re- 
mittere generose, presertim cum moneta predicta infra terminum 
predictum in tantum sit deteriorata quod ad valorem medietatis 
monete nunc currentis in dicto regno Francie vix attingit. Nos, 
consideracionem condignam ad hoc habentes ac volentes prefato 
Tohanni graciam in hac parte facere speeialem, eoneessimus ei quod 
ipse pro predictis ducentis quinquaginta et octo libris quas nobis 
pro dictis tribus terminis ex causa predicta soluere teneretur so- 
luat nobis centum et viginti et nouem libras Paris' in dicto regno 
Francie nunc currentes et quod de residuo earundem ducentarum 
quinquaginta et octo librarum extunc erga nos exoneratus sit peni- 
tus et quietus. In cuius, etc. Teste Rege apud Westmonasterium 
.xv. die Octobris. Per peticionem de consilio. 

Et mandatum est Receptori Regis Comitatus Pontiui qui nunc 
est vel pro tempore fuerit quod, receptis a prefato Iohanne predictis 
centum et viginti et nouem libris Paris', ipsum de predictis ducentis 
quinquaginta et octo libris exonerari et quietum esse faciat, iuxta 
tenorem litterarum Regis predietarum. Teste, ut supra. 

Pro Laurencio Mynotz. 

Rex omnibus ad quos, etc., salutem. Supplicauit nobis Lau- 
rencius Mynotz per peticionem, etc., ut supra usque ibi vicesimo 
nono, emisset in foresta nostra de Cressy duodecim iorneas bosci et 
dimidiam, etc., ut supra usque ibi in maims nostras, et tunc sit quo 
die ducentas quinquaginta et octo libras pro tribus terminis tunc 
futuris nobis racione reddicionis illius de summa ilia soluere tene- 
retur, velimus, etc., ut supra. Teste, ut supra. 

Per peticionem consilio. 

Et mandatum est Receptori predicto quod, receptis a prefato 
Laurencio predictis centum et viginti et nouem libris Paris', ipsum 
de eisdem ducentis quinquaginta et octo libris exoneTari et quietum 
esse faciat, iuxta tenorem litterarum Regis predietarum. Teste, 
ut supra. 

Exchequer Accounts, 166, No. 2. 

Account book of the Receiver of Ponthieu, 5 Edward III, 23 
February, 1330/1, to Michaelmas, 1331. 

Receptes faittes de ventes de bois et forestes du Seigneur et pre- 
mierement de la Forest de Crescy. 

De Loreng de Minguot, li quex achata Ian xxix. en Feurier 
xij. iourn' lxxv. verges de bois de mesme la forest appele le Flos 
de Solaill pur xviij. li. xvij. s. Paris le iournel, des quex furent 
rebats v. verges pur places wydes et bois eslaquie. Ainssi demu- 
rent de bois plain xij. iourn' et Hex. vergez, qui montent en somme 
au pris dessus dit a ij. c. xxxix. li. xvij. s. x. d. Paris, dez quex sont 
rebats pur trencage, etc., contre le marcheant iiij. li. xij. s. x. d. 
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Paris. Ainssi demurent du frank' au seigneur cc. xxxiiij. li. xv. 
s. Paris, a paier en ij. ans a iiij. termes, chascun an exvij. li. vii, 
s. vj. d. Paris' a ij. termes, nostre dame en Septembre 7 et Bohour- 
dich, 8 a chascun terme Lviij. li. xiij. s. ix. d. Paris, le primer terme 
de paiement comensant a le nostre dame en Septembre Ian xxx. pur 
son paiement de Bohordioh et nostre dame en Septembre, escbenz 
en ceste accompte, et est uncore j. terme de paiement a venir, c. xvij. 
li. vij. s. V]. d. Paris, lez quex li sont quitie de la grace du Roi den- 
gleterre nosseigneur tant du temps de ceste accompte pour paier 

mailles pur Paris, dont li receueur ee charge Lviij. li. 

xiij. s. ix. d. 

Samuel Moore. 

University of Michigan, 



ON THE ORIGIN OF PROBATIONARY ODES FOR THE 
LAUREATSHIP. 

If the reader whose mental palate is pleased by the sharp taste 
of parody thinks back through the nineteenth century to the Re- 
jected Addresses of the brothers Smith, 'and beyond their happy 
verses to the Anti-Jacobin's political parodies, and a dozen years 
beyond those earlier masterpieces, he remembers the pungent savor 
of Probationary Odes for the Laureatship. This series of burlesque 
poems, produced by the scribbling followers and friends of Charles 
Fox, soon after their triumphant publication of Criticisms on the 
Rolliad, is sufficiently important in the history of English satire 
to justify some interest in the subject of its origins. 

Obviously William Whitehead was in a certain sense an indis- 
pensable link in the chain of circumstances which brought about 
the appearance of the jovial parodies in question. For Whitehead 
was Poet-Laureat, and had he not died in 1785 the mock odes in 
competition for his vacant place certainly would not have been 
written in that year and might never have been written at all. 
In quite another way also he was unwittingly responsible for the 
inception of the clever notion which grew into the " probationary " 
poems of the wits of Brooks's. Although it has been customary to 
find a source for the Odes in Isaac Browne's The Pipe of Tobacco 

'September 8, the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin. 

9 " Norn donne" au premier et au second dimanche de carSme " (Godefroy, 
Dictionnaire de VAncienne Langue Francaise, I, 613, s. v. oehordeis, of 
which bohourdis, bouhourdich, etc., are variant forms). 



